The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church
July 26, 2020

The Word of God

Opening Hymn
Seek Ye First

Verse 1
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things
Shall be added unto you
Allelu alleluia
Verse 2
Man shall not live by bread alone
But by ev'ry word
That proceeds
From the mouth of God
Allelu alleluia
Verse 3
Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door
Shall be opened unto you

Allelu alleluia
Presider
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise
In Christ Alone

Verse 1
In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand
Verse 2
In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live
Verse 3
There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ
Verse 4
No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

Collect of the Day
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as
our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose
not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The First Reading
1 Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast
love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child;
I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people
whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.
Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you
and no one like you shall arise after you.”

People

After the Reading, the Reader says T
 he Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm
Psalm 119:129-136

129 Your decrees are wonderful; *
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *
it gives understanding to the simple.
131 I open my mouth and pant; *
I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me in mercy, *
as you always do to those who love your Name.
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *
and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant *
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *
because people do not keep your law.

The Second Reading
Romans 8:26-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart,
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according
to the will of God.
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We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

People

After the Reading, the Reader says T
 he Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Song in Response
Love Divine All Loves Excelling
Verse 1
Love divine all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart
Verse 2
Breathe O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find Thy promised rest
Take away the love of sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith as its beginning
Set our hearts at liberty
Verse 3
Come Almighty to deliver
Let us all Thy grace receive
Suddenly return and never
Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing
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Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing
Glory in Thy perfect love
Verse 4
Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder love and praise

The Gospel Reading
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Before proclaiming the Gospel, the Priest says
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets
but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
After the Gospel, the Priest says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
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The Nicene Creed
All

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church.We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form VI
After each bidding, you may offer your own prayers aloud.
Leader
Silence

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Leader
All

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Leader
All

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Leader
All

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Leader

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Leader
All

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Leader
All

For our Presiding Bishop and all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

Leader

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence
Leader
All

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

Leader

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence
Leader
All

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Leader

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom.
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Silence
Leader
All

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
Adapted from the BCP

Confession and Absolution
Presider

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

All

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold
us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Announcements
Blessing
Closing Song
Peace Like a River
Verse 1
I've got peace like a river
I've got peace like a river
I've got peace like a river in my soul
I've got peace like a river
I've got peace like a river
I've got peace like a river in my soul
Verse 2
I've got love like an ocean
I've got love like an ocean
I've got love like an ocean in my soul
I've got love like an ocean
I've got love like an ocean
I've got love like an ocean in my soul
Verse 3
I've got joy like a fountain
I've got joy like a fountain
I've got joy like a fountain in my soul
I've got joy like a fountain
I've got joy like a fountain

Dismissal

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul
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St. Michael & All Angels’ Episcopal Church
The Rev. Tracey F. Carroll, TSSF
Email: mothertracey@smaalongview.org
Church Website: smaalongview.org
Phone: (903) 759-2051

Prayer Requests
Healing For:
● Harrison Brown (for healing and recovery after appendix removal surgery)
● Luz (David & Susan’s granddaughter, for healing and answers to health problems)
● Meg Cammack (for relief and guidance to her Disorder)
● Gloria Atkinson (for healing and answers to health problems)
● Ashley Anderson Hawes (for her healing of stage three breast cancer)
● Samantha Rauch requests prayers for Waverly (a baby who is in ICU due to lung
problems)
● Sandra McLaughlin (experiencing dizziness & disoriented)
● AND for those who love and provide care for them!
To submit a prayer request, fill out the back of the
information sheet in the pew and place it in the offering.
Or, send an email with your request to: prayer@smaalongview.org
** Emailed prayer requests are received by all who’ve signed up for the SMAA prayer chain. This
community of prayer is committed to holding up our needs and thanksgivings to God whenever they
are shared. TO JOIN IN THIS IMPORTANT MINISTRY, JUST SEND A REQUEST TO
SMAA@SMAALONGVIEW.ORG ASKING TO BE A PART OF THE PRAYER CHAIN. **

Birthdays this month
Saturday, July 4 - David Buckner
Friday, July 10 - Claire Cammack
Saturday, July 11 - Harrison Brown
Sunday, July 12 - Gary Miller
Sunday, July 19 - Sandra Mclaughlin
Wednesday, July 22 - Christopher Clodfelter
Saturday, July 25 - Querida Duncalfe
Friday, July 31 - Lauren Hale

Stewardship Update
DATE

GIVING

BUDGET

ABOVE/BELOW

06/28/20

$1,896

$3,065

-$1,169

07/05/20

$1,891

$3,065

-$1,174

07/12/20

$2,816

$3,065

-$249

07/19/20

$2,321

$3,065

-$744

YTD TOTALS

$77,180

$88,880

-$11,700
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