
 

 Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 19,  2023  

The First Reading 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 

people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their 

hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 

Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they 

plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great day 

of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of 

the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a 

day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 

devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified 

cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon 

people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned 

against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their 

flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save 

them on the day of the LORD's wrath; in the fire of his passion the 

whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make 

of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 

 
 

 

 

Psalm 

Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12 
 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 

from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or the land and the earth were born, * 

from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

"Go back, O child of earth." 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday 

when it is past * 

and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 

we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

7 For we consume away in your displeasure; * 

we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 

8 Our iniquities you have set before you, * 

and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

9 [When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 

we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

10 The span of our life is seventy years, 

perhaps in strength even eighty; * 

yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 

for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

11 Who regards the power of your wrath? * 

who rightly fears your indignation?] 

12 So teach us to number our days * 

that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

The Second Reading 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and 
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For 
you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, 
as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will 
be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light 
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and 
those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong 
to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage 
one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

The Gospel Reading 

Matthew  25:14-30 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 
to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, 
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The 
one who had received the five talents went off at once and 
traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same 
way, the one who had the two talents made two more 
talents. But the one who had received the one talent went 
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. After a long time the master of those slaves came 
and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more 
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; 
see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the 
one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the 
one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, 
that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 
scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with 
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what 
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and 
give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 
be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’” 
 
 

The flowers in the Sanctuary today are given to the 
glory of God by Claire Renzetti & Brad Tidwell  in 

celebration of Barbara & Henry Tidwell’s Anniversary 
 

 



 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Birthdays this month 
3rd: Ron Buckner 

3rd: Jennifer Randell 

4th: Mona Clower 

5th: Michael Greathouse 

8th: Francis Rauch 

13th: Owen Glave 

16th: Charlyne White 

18th: Devin McLaughlin 

19th: Mary Beth Cobb 

24th: Susan Frier Brown 

27th: Joe Frank Brown 

28th: Michael Clower 

28th: Teresa Read 

 

This Week at SMAA 
 

Wednesday, November 22, 2023 
6:00 pm    Dinner & fellowship 
 

Sunday, November 26, 2023 
9:00 am    Bible Study 
10:00 am  Holy Eucharist 
 
Poinsettia Dedications  
If you would like to provide a Poinsettia for the Sanctuary, 
please fill out the form located in the narthex and place in 
the offering plate. Suggested donation: $25.00 per 
Poinsettia. Please indicate “Poinsettia” on your check  

 
 
 
 

Pledge Cards 
Please turn in your pledge card by November 19th. Extra 
pledge cards are available in the Narthex. You can also go 
onto Onrealm, create an account, and enter your pledge. 
Go to: 
https://onrealm.org/smaalongview/AddPledge/generalfund 

 

Fall Fest Cookout 
Join us TODAY Sunday, November 19th, after the 
service in the Parish Hall. Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and All 
the Fixins’, provided by Brad Tidwell and Claire Renzetti 
and the VeraBank Big Cooker. Please bring a side or 
dessert to go with burgers & hot dogs. 
 

 

UPCOMING in DECEMBER 
 

Sunday, December 17th, 4-8PM 
Church Christmas Party at Bryan & Charlyne 
White’s Home. Bring Hors D’oeuvres  
 

 

Next Sunday’s Servers (11/26) 
Acolytes:  Diane Buffington 
Cameras & Streaming:  Michael Greathouse 
Danny’s Team:  Melinda Smith 
Eucharistic Ministers: Becky Supercinski 
Greeter: Becky Supercinski 
Lector: Susan Schug 
Nursery Helper: Helen Daniel 
Ushers: Frank Supercinski 
Vestry People: Susan Schug, Roxanne Brink 
Worship Tech: Gianna Glave 
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Prayer Requests 

Healing For: 
• Susan Schug 
• Rick Fedrizzi 
• Gregg Hammock 
• Curtis Cobb 
• Connie Lawrence 
• The Akinson & Brown Families 
• Lorraine, Pete and Margie Litterski 

 

 
To submit a prayer request, fill out the back of the 
information sheet in the pew and place it in the offering. 
Or, send an email with your request to: prayer@smaalongview.org 
 
 

** Emailed prayer requests are received by all who’ve signed 
up for the SMAA prayer chain. This community of prayer is 
committed to holding up our needs and thanksgivings to God 
whenever they are shared. TO JOIN IN THIS IMPORTANT 
MINISTRY, JUST SEND A REQUEST TO 
SMAA@SMAALONGVIEW.ORG ASKING TO BE A PART OF 
THE PRAYER CHAIN. ** 
 
 

Stewardship Update 

DATE GIVING BUDGET ABOVE/BELOW DATE GIVING BUDGET ABOVE/BELOW 

10/22/23 $2,020 $2,939 -$919 01/19/20  $3,065  

10/29/23 $1,258 $2,939 -$1,681 YTD TOTALS $5,274 $3,065 $2,209 

11/05/23 $14,190 $2,939 $11,251     

11/12/23  $2,939      

YTD TOTALS $153,259 $132,249 $21,010     

 

Offertory  
1 Chronicles 29:11 

 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 
victory, and the majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is 

yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted as 
head over all. 

 

Study and meditate on the offertory as we consider our 
offerings for next year. 
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